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-+ ABSTRACT

‘Beitbridge district falls under agro-écdlogical region 5. Farming is based on grazing of
natural 'pastur_e. Cattle and game 1‘éh_éhing are the activities suitable for the area. The district
has abundant wildlife resources and ‘as such is home to two Transfontier conservation areas,
namely the MapﬁngubWe to the. weét and the Great Limpopo to the east. Campfire was
introduced in the year 1990 and managed to generate substantial revenue which was
channelled towards various commuhity infrastructure developments. In the past five years
inappreciable benefits from the project were realised as compared to the income generated.
This led to this research which seeks to establish whether the project is generating sustainable
income, sources of this income and how the income is distributed. The study also intends to
get the local people’s perception of the project and determine the costs of living with wildlife.
Review of information obtained from the Rural District Council (RDC), distribution of
questionnaires and key informant interviews were used to collect data from three wards in
Beitbridge district. Data collected were prescnted in the form of tables, graphs and given as
narratives. Data were analysed using the SPSS version19. Findings revealed that the elephant
is the most valuable animal generating the most revenue for the district from its trophy. The
main market for sport hunting is North America. The local people received meat, money,
employment and infrastructural development as benefit in the past five years. However, the
costs of the project have been in the form of fatalities, livestock and crop losses. These affect
the sources of income as the individuals rely on sale of livestock and the little grain they
receive from cropping. There is no compensation for any losses suffered by the people in the
study. Measures in place to mitigate against human-wildlife conflict have been deemed in-
effective by the local people. In conclusion it has been shown that campfire is generating a
substantial income for Beitbridge district. Both communities involved in Campfire and those
not part of the project are suffering from human-wildlife conflict and mitigation is minimal. It
is therefore recommended that the programme makes use of the direct payment system so that
the local community who bear the cost of living with wildlife receive more proceeds from the
programme. And there is need for gradual devolution of authority over the natural resources

to the local people so that they have ownership of the programme.



