NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

COPYRIGHT DECLARATION FORM

NAME OF AUTHOR: DOREEN ZHOU

TITLE OF PROJECT: AN INVESTIGATION OF THE IMPACT OF PIRACY ON
EDUCATIONAL BOOK PUBLISHERS IN ZIMBABWE

DEGREE: PUBLISHING STUDIES
YEAR THIS DEGREE
GRANTED: 2013

Permission is hereby granted to the National University of Science and Technology Library to
reproduce copies of this project and to lend or sell such copies for private, scholarly or scientific
research purposes only.

The author does not reserve other publication rights and the project nor may extensive extracts
from it be printed or otherwise reproduced without the author’s written permission.

PERMANENT ADDRESS: House No 2000 -
Makwasha At

prishavene Ry 5/sy 7. T XY
pATE: .. ©. 7/4”‘“% ........ %9.‘:5 ......

H N EEENEEEEEEEENREEEHR

_NUST Library



ABSTRACT

The study was investigating the issues surrounding piracy in the educational book publishing
industry in Zimbabwe. The statement of the problem was that piracy had become such an
obstacle to a profitable book business that many publishers were considering stopping the
presses for good. The main objective of the study was to investigate the issues surrounding
piracy in the educational book publishing industry. The research aimed at establishing the
possible causes of piracy, the effects of piracy, what is being done to fight piracy and the benefits
of fighting piracy to publishers. The literature review showed related studies which talked about
the possible causes of piracy, the effects of piracy, the benefits of fighting piracy and what can
be done to fight piracy. The research took both qualitative and quantitative approaches with the
population being publishers, editors and educational advisors from three publishing houses in
Harare. The sample size comprised of 21 participants and data from these was collected using
interviews and questionnaires. Data was analysed and presented using pie charts, bar graphs and
tables. The findings of this research revealed that the main possible cause of piracy was that the
economic recession and political upheaval that happened a decade ago made readers prefer to
buy cheaply from street vendors. Conclusions presented that indeed piracy was affecting the
publishing industry to a greater extent. A major recommendation from the study was that law
enforcement authorities should be given authority or the power to investigate criminal
infringements of intellectual property or to initiate criminal actions themselves without the right

holder having to complain first.




