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SECTION A 

 
Question 1 

a. What is meant by building economics? (3) 
b. Explain the following concepts  

i. Value for money   (5) 
ii. Economic optimisation   (5)  

c. Assess the four characteristics, which separate the construction industry from other 
manufacturing industries   (12) 

[25] 

Question 2 
 
Discuss the factors which affect supply of construction works in Zimbabwe.  

[25] 
 
 
Question 3 
 
Examine the factors that affect construction labour productivity in Zimbabwe and other countries in 
Southern Africa. 

 [25] 
 
Question 4 

a. What is meant by approximate estimating? (2) 
b. Explain the functions of approximate estimating in the building industry.  (6) 
c. Discuss the following methods of approximate estimating suggesting the circumstances that 

warrant their use 
i. Superficial area method (8) 
ii. Elemental estimating (9) 

[25] 
 

Question 5 
 

a. What is meant by cost control? (5) 
b. Discuss cost management strategies that can be employed on real property development 

projects.  (20) 
[25] 
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SECTION B 
 
Question 6 

a. ‘Recognising the future cannot really be predicted’.  To what extent can whole-life costing be 
useful to evaluate buildings’ projects? (10) 
 

b. Your Client is considering between softwood, hardwood or aluminum windows for a house. 
Using the information provided below and using the Present Worth and Annual Equivalent 
(AE), evaluate the alternatives and advise the Client accordingly. The life expectancy for the 
building is estimated to be 60 years and the cost of 8 %. (15) 
 
 

Description Softwood Hardwood Aluminum  
($) ($) ($) 

Initial cost 3000 5400 6600 
Renewal  3180 every 15 years 5580 every 30 years - 
Redecoration  120 every 5 years 60 every 5 years  - 
Cleaning 60 per annum 60 per annum 60 per annum  
     

 
[25] 

 


