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SECTION A

QUESTION 1
Read the story in Annex 1 and answer the following questions.
a). Justify whether the story was of public interest. (8 Marks)
b). Analyse the story and describe how the reporters were not objective in their reporting.

(20 Marks)
c). If you were the editor of the newspaper, what would you recommend should be done to
make the story ethical? (10 Marks)
d). Show how the three reporters can be said to have practised vendetta journalism in their
reporting. (4 Marks)

c). Identify and describe four key elements of journalism as outlined by Kovach and Rosenstiel

(2007) that were violated in the story. (8 Marks)

TOTAL [50 Marks]
SECTION B

QUESTION 2

a). With reference to Kovach and Rosenstiel’s (2007) key elements of journalism, explain what
you understand by public interest. (5 Marks)
b). Explain how to draw the line between public interest and invasion of privacy in journalism
practice. (8 Marks)

b). When reporting children, identify and explain three things that journalists must do and

three things that they must not do. (12 Marks)
Total [25 Marks]
QUESTION 3

Identify five key elements of journalism and show which principles, values and standards of

journalism ethics they inform. Use examples to illustrate your answer. [25 Marks]

Page 2 of 4
Copyright: National University of Science and Technology, 2017




QUESTION 4

a). In the context of journalism ethics, explain why new and social media are referred to as the
necessary evil. (15 Marks)
b).Using examples, outline an ethical theory that best describes the practice of citizen
journalism. (10 Marks)

TOTAL [25 Marks]
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Annexure 1
Controversial pastor divides Zanu PF

March 7, 2013 in National, News, Politics
Report by Nduduzo Tshuma
CONTROVERSIAL Destiny of Afrika Network director Obadiah Musindo’s activities in Bulawayo have

widened cracks in Zanu PF party structures with some members reportedly feeling threatened by his
programmes aimed at wooing 50 000 new supporters for the embattled party.

Zanu PF has not won a single parliamentary seat in Bulawayo since the MDC first contested in national
elections in 2000.Musindo has set up base in the city and has promised development projects targeting
youths like the provision of 5 000 housing stands in the next two months.

He is also running empowerment projects that are meant to woo 50 000 new Zanu PF supporters in
Bulawayo ahead of this year’s elections.

However, during a party meeting at the Zanu PF provincial headquarters at Davies Hall on Tuesday,
some party district chairpersons reportedly complained that Musindo was holding programmes in their
areas without notifying them.

Zanu PF provincial chairperson Killian Sibanda yesterday confirmed the meeting saying they would
engage Musindo over the matter.

“It is unfortunate that at this time of elections, some people want to take Musindo to their areas and
create an impression that he is there because of them and claim credit yet Musindo’s intentions might be
genuine,” Sibanda said.

Zanu PF insiders alleged that Sibanda felt threatened by Musindo’s interaction with party members in
the province especially youths. They said Sibanda did not recognise the provincial interim party youth
executive that was working with Musindo.The insiders alleged that Sibanda was biased towards sacked
provincial chairman ButholezweGatsi and feared that Musindo’s projects would popularise the interim youth
executive and in a way threaten his position. But Sibanda dismissed the claims as lies.

Musindo yesterday denied allegations that he was interfering in Zanu PF structures, saying he had
always notified the party leadership of his group’s activities.

He said the party leadership including Bulawayo Governor Cain Mathema, who is also Zanu PF deputy
secretary for information and publicity, had attended some of the meetings.

“When we embark on our programmes, we invite the entire party leadership,” Musindo said. “We are a
Christian organisation that shares the same ideology with Zanu PF and the leadership is happy with our
activities. As a church organisation, we are not answerable to any political party. We chose to work with
Zanu PF because of our shared ideology, but that does not mean we need permission from Zanu PF to
hold programmes.”
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