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1. Descriptive statistics is the predominant type of data analysis employed by researchers in the 
library and information science profession. Discuss, using examples, the usefulness of 
descriptive statistics to information professional.                (25 marks) 
 

2. Write a mini proposal for a research you would wish to conduct, showing: 
2.1 Background          (5 Marks) 
2.2 Problem          (5 Marks) 
2.3 Objectives          (5 Marks) 
2.4 Research questions         (5 Marks) 
2.5 Methodology         (5 Marks) 

 
3. In any research involving human beings, a number of ethical concerns demand careful 

attention. Discuss, using examples from your profession, the ethical issues that need 
attention.                 (25 marks) 

 

4. With the aid of examples, demonstrate your understanding of the following concepts. 
4.1 Data            (2 marks) 
4.2 Dataset          (5 marks) 
4.3 Qualitative variable                    (5 marks) 
4.4 Quantitative variable          (5 marks) 
4.5 Producing data           (5 marks) 
4.6 Probability            (3 marks) 

   
5. Justify, with practical examples, why a researcher should uphold ethics when conducting 

research.                                                                                                                (25 marks) 
 

 
6. The following are marks for the 20 Publishing students who set for an examination in 2012. 

 41, 42, 43, 88, 88, 84, 40, 50, 50, 50, 60, 79, 82, 80, 50, 60, 49, 49, 50, 72 

 Using the data above, discuss why it is important to calculate the mode, mean and median   
 of the data set in research.          ( 25 marks) 
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