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1. Assess the view that digital libraries solve most challenges of poor access to scholarly 
information in developing countries      [25 marks] 
 

 
2.1 Describe the following components of digital libraries using examples: 
2.1.1 User interfaces         [3 marks] 
2.1.2 Repository          [3 marks]  
2.1.2 Handle system         [3 marks] 
2.1.3 Search system         [3 marks] 

 
2.2 With examples, explain the following Digital Library System’s four layers  
2.2.1 A Database Management System (DBMS)      [4 marks] 
2.2.2 Digital Objects Server        [3 marks] 
2.2.3 Digital Library Middleware        [3 marks] 
2.2.4 Digital Library Clients       [3 marks] 

 
 

3 Examine the fundamental principles or criteria used in digital library design.  [25 marks] 

 

4.1 Describe the three inherent features of digital objects that lay the foundations of the need 
for metadata.          [6 marks] 
 

4.2 Evaluate the different types of metadata and their importance in digital libraries. 
[19 marks] 
 

5. Using the summary of most often used Digital library evaluation criteria; draft a plan that 
you would use to evaluate a digital library of your choice. Take into consideration the 
following: 
 

5.1 Usefulness-content, process, format, overall assessment 
5.2 System features-technology performance, process or algorithm performance and overall 

system.  
5.3 Usage 
5.4  Ethnographic and other criteria      [25 marks]

   

6. Appraise the constantly changing nature of digital environments and their implications for 
library and information science professionals.      [25 marks] 
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