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1. Answer any four (4) questions. 

2. Each question carries 25 marks. 
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1. Guided by the research designs shown on the last row of the diagram in Figure 1 below: 

a) Formulate a research topic. 

b) Briefly describe the problem the design is likely to address. 

[2 marks] 

[10 marks] 

c) State three (3) objectives that will assist you in addressing the problem. (3 marks] 

d) Describe the selected design from the options below, and state how it wou ld address the 

research problem stated in part (b) above. [1 0 marks] 

[Total 25 marks] 

Which qualitative approach best fits your research needs? 
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Figure 1: Research Designs. 
Source: Creswell and Path (2016:133) 

2. The type of sampling adopted by the researcher is very much related to the research approach and 

purpose of the research (Williamson, 2018:360). Discuss. [25 marks] 

3. Guided by the lnterpretivist or Constructivist paradigm, describe the application of the following 

elements in research. 

a) Epistemology [6 marks] 

b) Ontology [6 marks] 

c) Methodology [7 marks] 

d) Axiology [6 marks] 

(Total 25 marks] 
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4. On one hand, ethics is indispensable to research whereas on the other, it stifles scientific discovery. 

Discuss. [25 marks] 

5. Explain the notion that a mono-pragmatic orientation is not applicable in the pragmatic paradigm. 

[25 marks] 

6. Describe the three (3) major epochs that the quest for knowledge has gone through to date. 

[25 marks] 

END OF PAPER 
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